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Afa Annfa, Hope You Are Well, 2021, Acrylic on canvas,
64 by 54cm. Courtesy of the artist and JPS Gallery.

JPS Gallery is pleased to present The Magical Hoop, a solo exhibition of Afa Annfa, on view at the
gallery’s location in Tokyo. This exhibition marks the artist’s long standing commitment with the
gallery and presents a new series of paintings created as part of the artist’s ongoing contemplation
of the current complex world and human interconnectedness.

Inspired by the hoops that stem from the Olympics five interlocking rings symbolising the
connection of the five continents, a union of all, Afa explores the concepts of “distance”,
“togetherness” and what “home” means to her and to us. She reimagines a world where gadgets
from the Japanese manga series Doraemon exist in our reality. She believes that just like the
characters in the story, we have the ability to bring us closer together by using the Pass Loop and
Anywhere Door to reunite and embrace our loved ones.

Afa is torn by the idea that modern technology can bring people closer and further apart at the
same time, depending on circumstances we find ourselves in.VWWe have the great power to connect
using a small gadget just in the palm of our hand, yet, it seems as though we continue to grow
more distant. The ever-changing travel bans and restrictions keep us apart, while ironically, we are
closer than ever to begin commercial flights launching into space. All this inspires her journey to
reassess the physical and mental distance between human beings.
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Reflecting upon the human inter-connectedness in the pandemic affected world, the gradually
intensified space race and postponement of the Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympics, and filtering
through her personal experience, Afa raises a question of how it will affect us in the long run, a
rhetorical question as she cannot foresee the future.

The Magical Hoop represents our connection with one another. The connection that brings us
home to the people around us who shape our identity. It is our values and morals that connect us.
Through the new body of work, Afa highlights the importance of emotional and physical
connections, which are the two factors that will eventually have the power to bring us “home”.

About Afa Annfa

Afa Annfa is one of the emerging stars in the local art scene. Her works probe the complexities of
human emotions and our connection with one another, capturing tensions between the human
psyche and worldly materials.

Afa approaches painting with her visceral meditation and observation that evoke strong
sentiments. Her practice recalls the style of Japanese Ukiyo-e and irregular comics, depicting
figures that seem to be fictional in an atmospheric environment yet remain to be substantial and
grounded. Through images adapted from popular culture, Afa creates narratives and a unique
language to manifest her inner visions.

Afa earned her BA from Hong Kong Polytechnic University. Before becoming a full-time artist, she
worked in one of the biggest advertising agencies in Hong Kong. She enjoyed a successful career as
a commercial illustrator collaborating with international as well as local brands and musicians. In
2018, Afa was awarded the CreateSmart Young Design Talent Award from the DFA Hong Kong
Design Talent Award. Since 2020 Afa has been participating in various charity auctions including The
ExtraOrdinary Exhibition with Karen Leung Foundation at Phillips, and the HKAGA fundraiser event
at Christie’s.

About JPS Gallery

Established in 2014 in Hong Kong, |JPS Gallery is an independent contemporary art gallery
presenting works of emerging and established artists from around the world. The gallery is
founded with a passionate spirit that dedicates to the new digital age and the exploration of the
world of fine art and pop culture.

We aim to create an innovative environment for a new generation of artists and collectors,
fostering a creative space for all. We focus on fun and playful works of the era that spans across
different mediums and disciplines, showcasing a discerning selection of works that embody the
aesthetics of today.



We are committed to supporting the culture and art scene both in Hong Kong and Japan, creating a
vibrant local art community. The gallery regularly presents works of emerging artists in our gallery
spaces in Hong Kong and Tokyo as well as international art fairs, giving them a platform to gain global
exposure, supporting young artists to launch their careers. JPS has also been an active contributor to
society and the local art scene by sponsoring various charity events and auctions.

Location
JPS Gallery Tokyo
[-9-6 Jingumae, Shibuya, Tokyo 150-0001, Japan

Media Inquiry
For media inquiries and press preview, please contact
Nagai Yuri | yuri@jpsgallery.com

Social media hashtags
@afa_annfa @afa_leeishere @jpsgallery
#afaannfa #themagicalhoop #jpsgallery
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The Magical Hoop, 2021
Acrylic on canvas
64 by 54cm

The Magical Hoop, 2021
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The Search Never Ends, 2021
Acrylic on canvas
64 by 54cm

The Search Never Ends, 2021
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Infinity, 2021
Acrylic, pan pastel and oil pastel on canvas
64 by 54cm

Infinity, 2021
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