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For immediate release

Nowhere —> Now Here

| Ith September - 9th October, 2022
Opening Reception: Saturday, | 0th September 2022, 5 - 8 pm

JPS Gallery is pleased to present Nowhere —> Now Here, an influential group exhibition featuring
three Japanese artists, including Arashi M, MOMO YAMA and Shintaro Inoue, whose works pay
tribute to the enduring appeal of women across different eras. Focusing on the artists’ most recent
works, the exhibition captures momentary expressions of women from various stages of life,
offering viewers a chance to engage in critical dialogues about the significant progression of

womanhood throughout the past century.

The generational gap between the artists is reflected in their creative process, resulting in three
uniquely different representations of iconic women of their time. In MOMO YAMA’s portraits of
classic beauties, he weaves together vignettes of memories, stories and fashion that serve to
elaborate on the way of life in Paris during the 1920s. During this tumultuous time when people
tried to escape the pain of the war, MOMO YAMA'’s works allow viewers an intimate glimpse at a
beautiful woman enjoying her fleeting moment of peace. Multidisciplinary artist Arashi M focuses
on depicting a diverse group of women during the early ShOwa period (1926-1945), a time of social
reformation for women in Japan and human relationships had yet to be disrupted by technology.
With a Japanese calligraphy background, Shintaro Inoue’s clean lines and colourful luminous
pigments in bold combinations illustrate abstract female figures that best represent the current
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times. Each woman’s unique past and societal experiences are reflected in Shintaro’s choice of
colour and figuration, creating a series of portraits with rich narratives.

Apart from the women’s beauty and fashion that the audience may be drawn to at first glance, the
artists’ iconographic interpretations of the female icons from their respective eras illuminate the
evolution of beauty standards, values and society’s way of life. Presenting a series of portraits that
encourage the act of inquiry into the past events that led us to this present moment.

Participating Artists

Arashi M

Arashi M is a Japanese artist from Tokyo who worked as an art director for animation before
becoming a contemporary artist. Working with a unique colour palette he had cultivated as an art
director, Arashi utilises a technique named “Air of the Times”. His soft touches of paint on the
canvases embody the warmth and ambiguity of the memories he aims to express. Born in the
ShOwa era, he hopes to draw viewers back to a simpler era when electronic entertainment,
smartphones and social networks had yet to exist. His depictions of ShOwa girls’ everyday life take
audiences on a nostalgic journey where they are reminded of a time when humans were not so
distant.

MOMO YAMA

Born in Shanghai and raised in Japan, MOMO YAMA presents a unique set of works that fuse
multiple cultures such as fashion, fine art, street art and entertainment. MOMO YAMA is known as
the “Modern Lautrec” in the art society because his artistic style is full of aesthetic sensibilities in
combination with the melancholy of life. He is also a fashion icon admired by the younger
generation and called a “Harajuku legend”. The melancholic, elegant and somewhat mysterious
women within his works take viewers on a trip back to Paris in the 1920s, Morocco and the
Aegean Sea, where these women live.

Shintaro Inoue

Shintaro Inoue is a Japanese painter from Niigata Prefecture, Japan. Shintaro creates works with
line composition based on Japanese calligraphy he had cultivated since childhood. By drawing
traditional calligraphy lines in a range of vivid colours, Shintaro presents portraits of woman who
always symbolises that moment in time. However, the shape and colour of the lines are based on
each person’s individuality. Shintaro’s thoughtful composition of these elements highlights each
individual’s uniqueness and allows viewers to understand the complexities of human nature.
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About JPS Gallery

Established in Hong Kong (2014) and in Tokyo (2018), JPS Gallery is an independent contemporary
art gallery presenting works of emerging and established artists from around the world. In the
autumn of 2022 JPS will establish two new gallery spaces in Paris and Barcelona.

The gallery was founded with a passionate spirit that dedicates to the new digital age and the
exploration of fine art and pop culture. Ve aim to create an innovative environment for a new
generation of artists and collectors, fostering a creative space for all. We focus on contemporary
works of the era that span across different medium and disciplines, showcasing a discerning
selection of works that embody the aesthetics of today.

We are committed to supporting the culture and art scene both in Hong Kong and Japan, creating
a vibrant local art community. The gallery regularly presents works of emerging artists in our
gallery spaces in Hong Kong and Tokyo as well as international art fairs, giving them a platform to
gain global exposure and supporting young artists to launch their careers. JPS has also been an
active contributor to society and the local art scene by sponsoring various charity events and
auctions.

Location
I/F, Tobu 2nd Building, 6-27-4, Jingumae, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-0001, Japan

Media Enquiry
For media enquires and press preview, please contact
Yuri Nagai | yuri@)jpsgallery.com

Social Media Hashtags
@arashim_j_artist @momoyamaharajuku @youthcolorline @jpsgallery
#arashim #momoyama #shintaroinoue #jpsgallery
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ARASHI M

Happy Voice, Happy Times, 2022

Hand finished CG print, acrylic and oil pastel on canvas
65.2 by 50 cm
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MOMO YAMA

My Fair Lady in Paris Café 1,2022
Acrylic on canvas

53 by 65.2 cm
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SHINTARO INOUE

That Woman: Light Pink 001,2022
Acrylic on canvas

45.5 by 38 cm
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