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For immediate release

Cope2

Within My Essence
9 April - 7 May, 2023
Cope2 Live Performance: Saturday, 8 April 2023, 5pm till late

59st Lexington, 2023, Mixed media on original NYC metal subway sign 126.5 by 58.5 by 2.7 cm
Courtesy of the artist and JPS Gallery.

JPS Gallery is pleased to announce Within My Essence—a solo exhibition by New York’s legendary
graffiti artist, Cope2. With decades of experience tagging subway carriages and producing large-
scale murals, his iconic bubble letter tags and unmistakable abstract expressionist style can be
found on every corner of New York City. For his upcoming presentation at our Tokyo gallery
space, Cope2 will offer visitors one of the most thrilling experiences yet by bringing New York
City to them.

Staying true to his artistic oeuvre, the featured works include a brand new series of New York
City’s metal subway signs and paper maps. Cope2’s unique ability to skilfully combine traditional
graffiti art techniques and contemporary art styles on any surface he considers to be a canvas for
expression has never been more evident in the presented series. Working with various colour
pallets, mediums and imageries, the exhilarating and diverse nature of New York City is evident in
every tag, throw and piece of Cope2’s works, each vibrating a life of their own.

From the celebration of existence to the declaration of resistance, viewers will witness the
beauty in the performance of graffiti. Communicating through visual codes concerning the ever-
changing socio-culture and physical environments in which they are found, nothing epitomises the
unbridled essence of Cope2 more than a New York City subway sign tagged by the artist himself.
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In addition, Cope2 will pop by our Tokyo gallery space for a live performance—instantaneously
crafting a masterpiece to showcase alongside his invigorating Within My Essence solo exhibition.

About Cope2
One of New York City’s most prolific self-taught graffiti artists, Cope2 is a celebrated legend who
has been contributing over 35 years to graffiti and street-art culture.

He began tagging his name in South Bronx in 1978. He is best known for his large murals and
paintings on the city’s subways lines. Since the 2000s, Cope2 has turned his focus to the gallery
setting by bringing his tags and trademark bubble letters intertwined with raw energy onto
canvases. To this day, Cope2 continues to make waves by crossing between the art world,
mainstream and street culture.

Born in 1968 as Fernando Carlo Jr. in New York City. He is the founding member of the artist
group Kids Destroyer, later known as Kings Destroyer. His work has also been featured in
various pop culture outlets, including the formative 1983 graffiti documentary Style Wars, his tags
are included in the Grand Theft Auto IV videogames and feature films like Shrek the Third. He has
also worked with numerous international brands for product design collaborations, including
Adidas, Converse, Time Life and Footlocker.

About JPS Gallery

Established in Hong Kong in 2014 and later in Japan, Paris and Barcelona, |JPS Gallery is an
independent contemporary art gallery presenting works of emerging and established artists from
around the world.

The gallery is founded with a passionate spirit that dedicates to the new digital age and the
exploration of the world of fine art and pop culture.VVe aim to create an innovative environment
for a new generation of artists and collectors, fostering a creative space for all. We focus on fun
and playful works of the era that spans across different mediums and disciplines, showcasing a
discerning selection of works that embody the aesthetics of today.

We are committed to supporting the culture and art scene in Asia and Europe, creating a vibrant
local art community. The gallery regularly presents works of emerging artists in our gallery spaces
in Tokyo, Hong Kong, Paris as well as international art fairs, giving them a platform to gain global
exposure, supporting young artists to launch their careers. JPS has also been an active
contributor to society and the local art scene by sponsoring various charity events and auctions.

Location
I/F, Tobu 2nd Building, 6-27-4, Jingumae, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-0001, Japan
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Media Enquiry
For media enquires and press preview, please contact
Yuri Nagai | yuri@)jpsgallery.com

Social Media Hashtags

@mrcopetwo @jpsgallery
#withinmyessence #cope? #jpsgallery
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Social Media Hashtags
@mrcopetwo @jpsgallery #withinmyessence #Hcope2 #jpsgallery
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51st station orange ,2023

Mixed media on original NYC metal subway sign
[15.5 by 69 by 3.5 cm

AVIFINDZa -V Ht THROERERICI VI AAT 147
115.5 x 69 x 3.5 cm
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Blue cross, 2023

Mixed media on canvas
137 by 103 cm

FrvUNRCZTYIAAT1T

137 by 103 cm
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Ny simple style, 2022

Mixed media on canvas
96.5 by 77.5 cm

FvUNRCZTYIRAAT 1T
96.5 by 77.5 cm
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Out to bomb ,2023

Mixed media on subway map
82.8 by 59.2 cm

BTV IAMRCIYIRAAT 47
82.8 by 59.2 cm
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The goat, 2023

Mixed media on subway map
82.8 by 59.2 cm

YT AMNICIY I RAT 47
82.8 by 59.2 cm



