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For immediate release

Sharon Cheung & Jeremy Fung

Inhale Courage

I3 July - 5 August 2023
Opening Reception: Wednesday, 12 July, 2023, 6 - 9 pm (Artist will be present)

Sharon Cheung, Portrait No.1,2023, oil on canvas, Jeremy Fung, The Old Man & A, 2023, oil on wood,
42 by 29.5 cm. Courtesy of SC Gallery and 51.5 by 46 cm; 53.5 by 47.5 cm (framed). Courtesy of
JPS Gallery. SC Gallery and JPS Gallery.

In the 1990s, it seemed that the news that accompanied people’s growth was mostly positive:
China’s economy grew rapidly through reform and opening-up; the former Soviet Union dissolved;
Ukrainians voted for independence; Germany was unified as one country; democracy spread in
Eastern Europe. How about Hong Kong? We were told in 1997 that our lifestyles would not
change for 50 years, “horse racing and dancing” would continue for the following years.

Missing those years.

The good times did not continue. History has taken a barbaric turn, and in addition to this, there is
the sudden outbreak of a century-old epidemic taking countless precious lives. Why did the hope
of the 1990s not continue into the 2|st century and what has made the 2Ist century so dark,

regressive, and dangerous?



Despite the uncertainty and chaos, it is fortunate that there are still people who are brave, wise,
kind, and willing to love and resist. They are like little stars in the darkness, leading the way for the
lost.

This duo exhibition, Inhale Courage brings two Hong Kong artists Sharon Cheung and Jeremy Fung
to the eyes of the world. The two Hong Kong artists want to pay tribute to leaders from different
parts of the world and different fields who have contributed to human civilisation, peace and
freedom.

Sharon Cheung excels at portraiture. Portrait painting has always been an important position in art
history. The face is an important part of receiving and sending messages, and human expression can
provide many clues about the work, including the artist’s intended emotions and ideas, the
relationships between the characters, and even the atmosphere of the era in which the artist lived.

Jeremy Fung is known for carving on wooden boards to create a natural layering effect revealed
through the sharp edges and wood grain interweaving between coarse and delicate lines. This
interplay of lines creates a very attractive and intricate image that draws the artist in. He uses
abstract forms to depict his emotions and memories on the wooden boards, creating his unique
personal emotional diary.

This duo exhibition is going to feature twenty portrait paintings created by the two artists using
woodcut and oil painting techniques, documenting their emotional changes. They intentionally
distorted their faces, destroying their original structure and chose not to fully present the
characters’ faces, to express the fear of being unable to speak out in today’s society and on topics
that cannot be said directly.

About Sharon Cheung

Sharon Cheung started her career as a journalist and is a veteran media person with a sharp
insight into Hong Kong Society. People from different walks of life inspire Cheung’s paintings, and
she believes that only concretisation can express the impulsiveness of one’s feelings. Cheung aims
to present imagery of one’s most authentic emotions through the distortion and demolishment of
their original appearance. The distorted portraits revealing people’s emotions, anxieties, uneasiness
and fears reflect society’s many facets and ongoing changes.

Cheung obtained her BA degree in Journalism and Communication at the Chinese University of
Hong Kong. She is also a fellow of the Reuters Institute for Journalism at the University of Oxford
and the founder of “Lion Rock Fellowship” at the University of Oxford. In 2022, Cheung received
her Bachelor of Fine Arts (Painting) at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) and
graduated with first-class honours. She also received the Dean’s List Award and the Boon Lee
Award. She was one of the six international winners (Asia winner) of the inaugural Art for change
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Prize for emerging artists, a competition organised by M&C Saatchi Group and Saatchi Gallery.
Cheung’s portrait series was also exhibited in the Saatchi Gallery in London. Cheung is the
director of a Hong Kong gallery, SC gallery.

About Jeremy Fung

The varying scale and tactile nature of Jeremy Fung’s works invite viewers into his world rather
than assuming the role of an outsider. Constantly experimenting with new mediums and exploring
complex themes such as existence and family, he believes that the dialogue between personal and
social knowledge happens through the different coequal forms of grasping and transformation. Fung
is observant, critical, and constantly taking inspiration from daily life. His creations are the result of
self-examination as well as a way of understanding himself. He believes that his direction in life can
be guided by self-confrontation, like Heidegger once said, “There is no absolute distance between
our lives and us.VWe are our life, and the lucidity of our life is the nature of it.”

He has exhibited in many local group and solo exhibitions in recent years. Solo shows
include Fibrillation 2023 in SC Gallery; T#)BFTE] in the Gallery by the Harbour in 2021; Fung

Mang Chung Solo Exhibition in the Kong Art Space in 2016. Group exhibitions include a duo
exhibition, The Abnormal State in SC Gallery, 2022; DOOR by the SHOPHOUSE in 2021, an artist
residency followed by a joint exhibition; the +1 alumni exhibition by the Hong Kong Art School
in Pao Galleries in 2021. Fung’s works are collected by private collectors and corporates, such as
Sun Hung Kai properties.

He graduated from the Art Faculty at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology and later
received his MA (Fine Art) degree from the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2016. He is also
the winner of the 2014 Australia China Arts Foundation Award.

About JPS Gallery

Established in Hong Kong in 2014 and later in Japan, Paris and Barcelona, |PS Gallery is an
independent contemporary art gallery presenting works of emerging and established artists from
around the world.

The gallery is founded with a passionate spirit that dedicates to the new digital age and the
exploration of the world of fine art and pop culture.We aim to create an innovative environment
for a new generation of artists and collectors, fostering a creative space for all. We focus on fun
and playful works of the era that spans across different mediums and disciplines, showcasing a
discerning selection of works that embody the aesthetics of today.

We are committed to supporting the culture and art scene in Asia and Europe, creating a vibrant
local art community. The gallery regularly presents works of emerging artists in our gallery spaces
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in Tokyo, Hong Kong, Paris as well as international art fairs, giving them a platform to gain global

exposure, supporting young artists to launch their careers. JPS has also been an active contributor
to society and the local art scene by sponsoring various charity events and auctions.

Location
12 rue Notre-Dame de Nazareth, 75003 Paris

Media Enquiry
For media enquires and press preview, please contact
Mika Chen | mika@jpsgallery.com

Social Media Hashtags

@sharon_po_wah 123 @fung_jeremyy @jpsgallery
#InhaleCourage #SharonCheung #JeremyFung #jpsgallery
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Portrait No.3

2023
Oil on canvas
42 by 29.5 cm
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Sharon Cheung EE &
Portrait No.9

2023
Oil on canvas
42 by 29.5 cm
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Jeremy Fung 5Z 35
The Stranger 24

2023

Oil on wood

40.7 by 33.2 cm;

43.2 by 35.5 cm (framed)

2023
SHE R

40.7 x 33.2 [EK;

432 x 35.5 [EK (BH&IE)
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Sharon Cheung & Jeremy Fung | Inhale Courage
Key Highlights

Jeremy Fung &5
Outlier H1T&

2023

Charcoal on wood
95 by 74 cm;

97 by 76 cm (framed)

2023
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95 x 74 [EK;

97 x 76 [EK (BE#IE)



