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Afa Annfa, 30-Day Love Letter, 2024. Mixed media (Oil and acrylic on wood panels, pastel, clay with wood powder, plastic),
HI115 by WI136 by D2 cm © Courtesy of the artist and JPS Gallery

"If you're a baker, making bread, you're a baker. If you make
the best bread in the world, you're not an artist, but if you
bake the bread in the gallery, you're an artist. So the context
makes the difference."

—Marina Abramovic

Visual artist Afa Annfa and food stylist Gloria Chung will
present their first duo solo exhibition at JPS Gallery Hong
Kong. Inspired by an iconic quote from conceptual and
performance artist Marina Abramovic, this unique showcase
explores the complex relationship between authentic and
artificial food, examining their artistic significance and
symbolic meanings. The exhibition, titled A&G Boulangerie,
focuses specifically on bread and butter—staple foods that
hold profound cultural significance in our lives.

The exhibition space will be divided into two distinct zones: a
meaningful kitchen island in the main room and an altar area

that adds a sacred dimension to the everyday act of breaking
bread. This dual arrangement fosters an engaging dialogue Gloria Chung, Ribbon, 2024. Bread with epoxy

- resin, H27 by W35 by D5 cm
between the mundane and the divine. © Courtesy of the artist and JPS Gallery



RN S E S s

LET US FOLD OUR NARRATIVES
FINDING IN THE UN

e

Afa Annfa, Bread Panel 04, 2024. Oil, acrylic and pastel on wood panels, clay with wood powder, H23 by W87.5 by D2 cm
© Courtesy of the artist and JPS Gallery

Breaking Bread: From Daily Sustenance to Cultural Canvas

The central area of the gallery will focus on the profound significance of bread, a
fundamental element of human sustenance that has been woven into the fabric of
civilisations throughout history. Bread, in its many forms, has not only served as
essential food for survival but has also evolved into a powerful symbol that goes
beyond mere nourishment.

In both Western and Eastern cultures, bread carries deep-rooted symbolic
meanings that reflect the essence of human existence—life, sustenance,
community, and shared experiences. In Christian traditions, particularly in the
Eucharist, bread holds sacred significance as it represents the body of Christ,
symbolising unity among believers.

Artists across generations have used bread as a recurring motif in their work,
employing it to represent human labour, craftsmanship, and the contrast between
abundance and scarcity. The portrayal of bread in various contexts often serves as
a subtle yet impactful indicator of social status and economic conditions,
highlighting the ongoing reality of societal inequalities and daily struggles.



Afa Annfa's 30-DAY LOVE LETTER

The main space will comprise two installations: 30-
DAY LOVE LETTER and a meticulously curated
kitchen island. 30-DAY LOVE LETTER is a remarkable
fusion of wooden sculptures and paintings by Afa,
who uses bread as a multifaceted symbol
representing craftsmanship, emotional connection,
and spiritual depth. Through a series of intricately
carved wooden bread slices, the artist creates a
visual narrative that chronicles the evolution of a
relationship—from its initial spark to its full bloom,
decline, and, ultimately, rediscovery. This piece serves
as a deeply personal metaphor in which Afa
examines her relationship with artistic creation,
essentially composing an intimate love letter to
herself and her journey as an artist.
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Gloria Chung, Ribbon Serenity, 2024. Ceramics, H6 by W25
by D4 cm © Courtesy of the artist and JPS Gallery
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Artwork detail, Afa Annfa, Bread Panel 08, 2024. Oil, acrylic and pastel

on wood panels, H23 by W68 by D2 cm © Courtesy of the artist and

JPS Gallery

Plates with a Purpose: Sculpting Stories
of Friendship

The kitchen island showcases a thoughtfully
arranged collection of plates, each one telling its
own story. The carefully crafted clay sculptures on
these plates, which depict pineapples and black
ants, symbolise the decade-long friendship
between Afa and Gloria. Above the table hangs an
impressive chandelier made by Gloria,
constructed with real baguettes. This grand
installation does more than just serve as
decoration; its commanding presence and
intricate design invite viewers to contemplate the
weight and significance of everyday moments.



Gloria Chung, Light of the Buddha’s Hand, 2024. Dehydrated lemon, fresh  Gloria Chung, Butter Buddha, 2024. Butter, H15 by W5 by D8 cm
bergamot, ribbon, aluminium candle holder, H32 by W29 by D20 cm © Courtesy of the artist and JPS Gallery
© Courtesy of the artist and |PS Gallery

Artificial Devotion: Gloria's Butter Guan Yin

This room explores the profound symbolism of butter through two contrasting installations: Gloria’s sculpture
of Guan Yin made from real butter will be positioned directly across from it is Afa's collection of handcrafted
statues, which serves as a monumental tribute to believers.

Butter exists in a fascinating state between solid and liquid, never fully committed to a single form. lIts
distinctive taste has captivated palates throughout history, yet it serves best as an enhancer that elevates other
ingredients to their full potential. Throughout Gloria's distinguished career as both food stylist and chef, butter
has held an almost religious significance in her culinary practice. It inspired her to transform butter into a
representation of Guan Yin, the Buddhist goddess of mercy, creating a unique fusion of the mundane and
divine.

However, during the artistic process, an intriguing paradox emerged: the butter deity, despite its sacred
presentation, is fundamentally a human creation—a physical manifestation of the philosophical notion that

"gods are born from human imagination." In response to this revelation, Afa created an imposing monument
made of artificial butter, deliberately placed in opposition to Gloria’s Guan Yin. This juxtaposition raises
profound questions: when both pieces are essentially human-made representations, how do we measure the
metaphysical distance between the unquestionable divine and the devoted mortal? Through this presentation,
the artists delve into complex themes of free will and individual worth, with butter serving as an unexpected
yet effective metaphorical vehicle.




Gloria Chung, Fruits of Sacrifice, 2024. Apple with sewing pin:
H7 by W7 by D6 cm © Courtesy of the artist and JPS Gallery

Through this exhibition, the artists transform the
common kitchen staple of butter into a powerful
medium for exploring deep philosophical and
spiritual concepts. The interplay between Gloria's
butter deity and Afa's artificial butter sculpture
creates a thought-provoking dialogue about faith,
human nature, and the relationship between
creator and creation. Their work challenges
viewers to reconsider their assumptions about the
sacred and the mundane, suggesting that profound
meaning can be found in even the most ordinary
materials when approached with artistic vision and
philosophical insight.

Kneading Life's Essence: Afa and Gloria's
Artistic Vision

For both Afa and Gloria, the act of creation
represents the essence of life itself. They view bread
and butter as more than mere sustenance; these
elements form the fundamental building blocks of
existence, nourishing not only the body but also the
spirit, imagination, normalcy, and passion. They suggest
that life is composed of countless moments and
experiences, much like the infinite variations of bread.
Their work implies that approaching life with genuine
sincerity and dedication leads to true happiness.
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Gloria Chung, Fruits of Sacrifice, 2024. Orange with sewing pin:
H8 by W8 by D8 cm; Stainless steel cake stand: HI5 by W25
by D25 cm © Courtesy of the artist and JPS Gallery



From Dough to Divinity:
Artist Sharing Session

Speakers: Afa Annfa and Gloria Chung
Date: February 8,2025, 3 - 4 pm
Venue: |PS Gallery Hong Kong

Host: ZTYLEZ Editor Louyi Wong
Language: Cantonese

Join us for an exclusive sharing session where
Afa Annfa and Gloria Chung will peel back the
layers of their creative process. Discover how
ordinary pantry staples transform into
extraordinary statements on life, divinity, and
everything in between. This exclusive artist talk
promises to knead your perceptions, proving
that art is truly food for thought!

This event will be RSVP only. Please email the
gallery to make a reservation.

Gloria Chung, Faux Spread, 2024. Stainless steal,
polyurethane, rhinestones, H4 by W18 by D12 cm
© Courtesy of the artist and JPS Gallery
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Afa Annfa, How Many More Times Will You Watch The Full Moon Rise?, 2024, Oil on wood panels, H20 by W40 by D2 cm.
© Courtesy of the artist and |PS Gallery
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About Afa Annfa (Hong Kong | B.1983)

Born and raised in the bustling metropolis of Hong Kong, Afa Annfa has become a prominent figure
in the local art scene known for her contemplative exploration of human interconnectedness in the
modern world. Afa’s artistic repertoire is as diverse as it is profound. Her signature style features
evocative paintings of feminine figures, each brushstroke a testament to her keen observation of
the human condition. But Afa’s creativity knows no bounds as she seamlessly transitions between
mediums over the years, experimenting with ceramics and wood sculptures to give three-
dimensional life to her ideas.

Her approach to art is deeply rooted in visceral meditation and observation, with each work
reflecting the complex tapestry of societal dynamics. Afa has been driven by an insatiable quest for
belonging throughout her career. Her art serves as a visual diary of this journey, chronicling her
experiences in the age of social media and exploring the intricate web of relationships between
individuals and society at large. Afa’s work resonates deeply with viewers grappling with similar
questions in an increasingly interconnected yet paradoxically lonely world. Her art becomes a
bridge, connecting disparate souls through shared experiences and emotions.

About Gloria Chung (Hong Kong | B.1984)

Gloria Chung is a food and travel journalist, food stylist, and blogger based in Hong Kong. With
nearly 20 years of experience, she combines her love for culture and cuisine to tell engaging stories
about food.

Starting her career as an editor for a well-known travel magazine, Gloria has contributed to various
publications, sharing insights and interviews with renowned chefs. Her work has been featured in
notable outlets, celebrating the vibrant culinary scene.

In the digital realm, she shares her culinary adventures on Instagram as FoodandtravelHK, where
her authentic approach has garnered a loyal following and recognition as a top food influencer.

As an accomplished food stylist, Gloria studied at RMIT Melbourne and Le Cordon Bleu London,
creating visually stunning content that resonates with audiences. She also teaches cooking, believing
in the transformative power of real food.

In 2020, she launched The Props Dept, a unique lifestyle props house and food production studio in
Hong Kong, where her personal project "Apocalypse Kitchen" reflects her creative journey.



FJ GALLERY

About JPS Gallery

Established in Hong Kong in 2014 and later in Tokyo, JPS Gallery is an independent contemporary
art gallery presenting works of emerging and established artists from around the world.

The gallery is founded with a passionate spirit that dedicates to the new digital age and the
exploration of the world of fine art and pop culture.We aim to create an innovative environment
for a new generation of artists and collectors, fostering a creative space for all. We focus on fun and
playful works of the era that spans across different mediums and disciplines, showcasing a
discerning selection of works that embody the aesthetics of today.

We are committed to supporting the culture and art scene in Asia and Europe, creating a vibrant
local art community. The gallery regularly presents works of emerging artists in our gallery spaces
as well as international art fairs, giving them a platform to gain global exposure, supporting young
artists to launch their careers. |PS Gallery has also been an active contributor to society and the
local art scene by sponsoring various charity events and auctions.

Location

JPS Gallery Hong Kong

GJF, 88 - 90 Staunton Street, Central, Hong Kong

Media Enquiry

For media enquiries and press previews, please contact

Zoe | zoe@jpsgallery.com

Social Media Hashtags

@afa_annfa @afa_leecyu @foodandtravelhk @jpsgallery
#afaannfa #gloriachung #aandgboulangerie #jpsgallery
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“If you're a baker, making bread, you're a baker. If you make
the best bread in the world, you're not an artist, but if you
bake the bread in the gallery, you're an artist. So the context
makes the difference.”

—Marina Abramovic
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